RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

September 11, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Greg Salas, Earlene Smith and Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Belva Jared and Elinor Wells

MOTION by Walter Stewart to approve the August minutes as read, seconded by Norman Briggs and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt requested that the Secretary contact THE JOURNAL and have the address go to the Post Office Box in place of his residence.  Dave also announced that the Public Employee Benefits Commission has added Tom Branan to their staff.  Dave stated that some of the counties which we have been hearing about, regarding their members losing their health premiums, were counties who paid those premiums.  Kern County and Kern County Employees Retirement Association have not been paying the health premiums for Kern County employees or retirees.  Eric Barthel is the consultant for the county for health benefits and he has recently opened his own company and has signed a contract with Kern County within the last 60 days.  With this happening, it could be interesting when it comes to health benefits this year.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of August there were 35 volunteers who worked 104 hours and assisted 986 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through August 2007 the volunteers assisted 251,981 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Marlynn Verdugo from Lifeline of Mercy-Memorial Home Health would be our speaker today.  A reminder for October; our speaker will be Paulanna Hodges and Paulanna has told President Jeanne Berkshire that Eric Barthel will be with her for the presentation.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the deadline for the next TREND would be October 15th.  Mary Lou stated that she feels that our luncheon tickets should state that it starts at 11:30 a.m. in place of 12 noon so that it isn’t such a rush at noon for Doris.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel was not in attendance at the meeting today.

CRCEA CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Secretary Ginger Mello had to rely on President Jeanne Berkshire to make the report because Ginger was sick and could not make it to the last meeting.  Georgia Morgan took the minutes and Jeanne will have copies for everybody at the next meeting to be held on September 25, 2007.  A suggestion was made that we should look into having ink pens with REOKC on them to be put in the goodie bag at the conference and to be given to our members at Christmas.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of August 2007.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.  
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 County Newsletters, 1 Citi Business Services information, 1 change of address for Walter Mortensen Insurance, 2 USPO receipts, 1 returned TREND, 1 invoice from the Fortress and 1 Bank Statement.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK)-  Secretary Ginger Mello reported that this meeting took place the day before she got real sick and she felt the meeting was different than past meetings.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated that without KLEA President and with a different member of Detention in attendance things were different.  When we announced the problem with under 65 health benefits they were not as receptive as WE would have liked.  Martin Santillan stated that most of his members (Detention) who are in their 20’s and 30’s are really not interested.  I think the one union that would be the most interested in this would be KLEA.  The DA’s were meeting that night for elections and KLEA had sent out a ballot to recall their president.  We are keeping the group together and talking about things that are of the most importance to all of us.
WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – Past President Norman Briggs stated that he would like this Board to look at pursuing forming a PAC.  He stated that he feels that this Board could oversee the PAC but would need to have a different Treasurer.  Norman stated that with the County wanting to make changes, i.e. taking the under 65’s out of the risk pool, that would not be a meet and confer item since REOKC is not a bargaining unit.  
FAIR SIGN UPS – President Jeanne Berkshire stated that she still needs 4 volunteers to work the Fair starting this coming Friday.  She needs one person on Saturday and 3 Sunday afternoon.  
NEW BUSINESS:

BOARD OF RETIREMENT ELECTIONS – Past President Norman Briggs stated that at this time he is alternate to John DeMario on the Board of Retirement.  John is stepping down and he is supporting Norman to replace him.  The election ballot will be mailed out on November 5th and is due back to KCERA by November 20th.  It will show Norman as the member with Phil Franey as the alternate along with others who are running who are active employees.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan for REOKC to support Norman Briggs as the Retiree Member on the Board of Retirement, seconded by Bill Barnhart and CARRIED.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she had contacted Stockdale Music regarding a tape recorder.  Stockdale Music gave a proposal of $427.93 for a tape recorder that seems to be a lot more than we need for secretarial duties.
A discussion was held on candidates to run for the 4 director positions on the Board.  Several names were given to the Nominating Committee members from the Board to contact regarding running for the positions.
Bill Barnhart requested President Jeanne Berkshire to announce again the need for a member or members to take over the responsibility of putting up and taking down the sound system at our meetings.  Secretary Ginger Mello was asked to check with Parks Department on whether there is a locked cabinet at Norris Road Veterans Hall that we would be able to use if we change over to Norris Road.  

MOTION by Bill Barnhart to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 a.m., seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
